
 
Dear McKinley Middle School Parents and Guardians, 
 
Welcome!  There is important PTO information to share right away.  The plans for the 2020-21 school 
year account for virtual learning for at least the first quarter and an eventual re-opening of the building 
for in-person learning.  We are flexible to support the school community as needs arise. 
 

● The PTO is engaged in ongoing communication with Principal King about McKinley 
re-opening plans, including what virtual learning will look like.  Direct specific questions to her. 
 

● Please sign up for Membership Toolkit - this is the most comprehensive way to receive 
information from PTO: Membership Toolkit sign-up 
 

● Here are the ways that the PTO is supporting McKinley Middle School: 
○ Materials for safe re-opening to augment what the district is already providing for when 

students are able to return in person: additional hand sanitizing stations, tents for 
arrival, signage, foot door pulls, extra disposable masks, student lanyards to clip masks 
when not in use, investigating another water bottle station and outdoor learning space 

○ School Spirit: Spirit Wear store through Messenger Toolkit in collaboration with staff 
○ Extracurriculars: planning for virtual extracurricular opportunities for all McKinley 

students through SLPS partners (like Springboard) and McKinley teachers 
 

What you can do to help now: 
● The PTO is sponsoring a short fund drive specifically for technology to support the 

re-opening.  The PTO budget has a surplus from the 2019-2020 school year.  The board will 
recommend approval from the general membership of disbursement of $7,500 to match this 
fundraiser. The purpose is to purchase six SMART boards for middle school content area 
classrooms.  We are asking for donations to cover the other $7,500.  These are an 
essential tool that will bring McKinley MS up to the 21st century.  They can be utilized as soon 
as they are installed and teachers are in the buildings.  Smart boards support the blended 
learning model that will benefit both in-person and virtual students so both groups receive the 
same academic content developed and delivered through technology tools.  Ms. King will 
ensure teachers receive training to use them effectively.  We are using Go Fund Me for ease 
and speed of collection: Smart Boards for McKinley Middle School 

● Be on the look-out for a survey about extracurricular activities so we are able to pursue 
what students really want. 

 
Thank you from your McKinley Middle School PTO Executive Board, 
 
Colette Edson, Chair Jenifer Anania, Co-Treasurer (Accounts) 
Solanke Arinola, Vice-Chair Sarah Custis, Co-Treasurer (Fundraising) 
Eleanor White, Secretary Jocelyn Hawthorne, Parliamentarian 

https://mckinleycjapto.membershiptoolkit.com/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/smart-boards-for-virtual-learning

